
April 25, 1956 

Profersaor H. Kikkawa 
Qenetics Laboratory 
Faculty of &&cihe 
Osaka, Japan 

Dear Professor Kikkawa: 

Dr. Tetsuo Gino {who is a etudsnt in this laboratory land oc~b of the 
beat!]) has calied my attention to a brief notice by Hirota and yourself 
on the "Itfnrr ~Dieappearanue of P in K-12 strain of 3. ~015.'~ under the 
influence of Co++. 

Another student, klm ,Uchter has andeavoured ti repeat the rqorted 
experimnt, but had a negative result on the first, trtil. Before he 
apends any further effort on the confirmation, I would like to auk you 
the favor of advising us concernincp the experimerltcil detaila, if any, 
whfth are not brought out in the brief notice. We me naturally interested 
in aq nr, thod which would facilitate the cone truction of new stocks in 
lmgard to tW.r P character, and I appreciate of course that the notice 
hardly gaue an opportunity for a de tailed account. In assaying the repro- 
ducihility of your i,d: ormal report, we would be particdlarly interest&d 
to know whether the effect can be easily repeated oh strain Y-40, ahd on 
other strains; what variability there my be in the fraction of F- progeny, 
a8 well aa any experimental detail8 that might be helpful to us. Se are 
concerned, for exmple, whether them i.8 any appretible killing of the 
treated cells: Richter was rather surprised not to observe any under his 
conditions, and this may have some bearing oxis initial failure. 
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I have been most pleased to learn of your in&eat in these matters. ' < 

Yours sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetics 


